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Opposition leaders, who assured the Government of
their support; and on Saturday, at the receipt of
news that Germany had declared war on Russia, the
British Navy was mobilized on the First Lord's
responsibility, with notice to the Prime Minister
and in anticipation of approval by the Cabinet,
which had refused an earlier demand by Mr. Churchill
for its mobilization. Morley's head was shaken
sadly over "the splendid condottiere at the Admir-
alty," though he still looked at him " with paternal
benignity " when he finally informed his colleagues
that he could not stay with them in a war-time
Government with a discouraging prospect of " ever-
lasting wrestles with Winston." The remaining steps
were simple. Jellicoe was promoted to command of
the Grand Fleet; and the fleet was ordered to sea.
In Downing Street the last hesitations of an anxious
group were ending. Morley and Burns resigned,
whilst others changed their minds. The House of
Commons heard Sir Edward Grey's plain statement
of the issues; an ultimatum went to Germany,
which had invaded Belgium because its military
needs prevailed, as usual, over its pledged word;
and as Mr. Churchill sat waiting for the answer, he
had an odd sensation that it was like waiting for the
count after an election. That evening he was intro-
duced to some French admirals and told them, with
becoming courtesy, to " use Malta as if it were
Toulon." It was a hot August night; and through
the open windows of the Admiralty he could hear
them singing "God save the King" outside the
palace. Then Big Ben boomed eleven; the British
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